NORWICH CATHEDRAL GUIDES

NEWSLETTER APRIL & MAY 2011
Firstly, thank you to everyone who came to hear Diana Beswick talking about her banners. Her enthusiastic talk helped us to appreciate their symbolism and spirituality. Her resurrection banner with the phoenix rising from the crown of thorns and the golden circle symbolising Christ’s royalty and glory, will be erected in the Cathedral by the vergers on Easter Saturday. 

I came across an account of the mediaeval ceremony of the Easter Sepulchre. The  Regularis Concordia, a book of rules and liturgies  for all Benedictine Houses in the country, contains the script for “The Easter Play’ which formed part of the office on Easter Day. It gives a very vivid picture of a pre-Reformation rite. This is an extract from it. The translation from the Latin is by Dom Thomas Symons.  ‘Four brethren shall vest and one of them wearing an alb as if for some different purpose, shall enter and go stealthily to the place of the sepulchre and sit down there quietly holding a palm in his hand. Then while the third response is being sung, the other three brethren being vested in copes and bearing thuribles in their hands, shall enter in turn, step by step as though searching for something. Now these things are done in imitation of the angel sitting in the tomb and of the women coming with perfume to anoint the body of Jesus. When, therefore, he that is seated shall see these three drawing nigh, wandering about as it were and seeking something, he shall begin to sing softly and sweetly, “Whom are you seeking at the sepulchre, O followers of Christ?’ And as soon as this has been sung right through, the three shall answer together, “Jesus of Nazareth, who hung for us on wood.” Then he that is seated shall say, “ He is not here, he has risen as he foretold. Go and proclaim that he is risen from the dead.” At this command, the three shall turn to the choir saying, “Alleluia, the Lord has risen.” 

The Education Office is organising a free family drop in event for children on 12th and 13th April between 10.00am and 2.00pm each day. There will be interactive stories in the Cathedral, craft activities and an egg hunt in the herb garden. Juliet is still looking for volunteers, so if you can help, please contact her on 01603 218320  or email jcorbett@cathedral.org.uk

The Cathedral in May
Two major events will have a serious impact on guiding throughout May.
North European Cathedral Conference. 110 delegates will be arriving on Monday 9th May. There will be no tours at 2.00 and 3.00pm that day.  On Tuesday 10th May, the Dean will take all the delegates on a walk through the Cathedral between 11.00 and 12.30. There will be no tours at 11.00 and 12.00 o’clock. The conference will end on Thursday 12th May and the Refectory will be closed for all that time.

Filming in the Nave: Monday 9th May - Friday 13th: preparations for filming will mean limited access to the nave and probably a lot of noise.  There will be notices asking visitors not to photograph the film set, but we cannot prevent this.  Report to the vergers if anyone looks as though they are taking photographs for their personal profit. Guides absolutely must not take photographs of the set. 

Monday May 16th -24th inclusive: filming all week and the cathedral will be closed to the general public. Guides are stood down.

Wednesday 25th May - 27th: the film set will be cleared, so access to the nave will again be partial.  The Presbytery will be open.

Peter is organising a rota to offer tours of the Cloister, the outside of the Cathedral and the Close throughout this period. Please contact him if you are willing to help with these.

Again the refectory will be closed for the whole of this period.

The crucial words are  “flexibility” and “enthusiasm” – which we do well!
Just to top it all off there will be a Summer Food Fair  in the Cloister and Upper Close from Friday 27th May – 30th.

From the Guides meeting, March 30th: Peter asked us to see if we could fill in the gaps in the rota marked with ‘V’. Several Guides are not well and there are rather more gaps than usual. Peter reminds us also to keep looking at his notice board outside the Sacrist’s office.

If there is no chaplain on duty, we may ask one of the vergers to announce a tour from the lectern.

Also via Peter comes a delightful story from David Fletcher. David ended a tour at the font and waxed lyrical about chocolate and its association with the donors of the font. It may have been pure coincidence, but sales of chocolate in the shop promptly rocketed. You can guess the request to us from the shop ……..

Talks: Dr Mary Fewster  has kindly to agreed to give a talk to the Guides  about Thomas Gooding. The plan was for this to be in May, but given everything else that is happening then, the talk has been postponed until the Autumn. 

There are frequently talks in the Cathedral and especially in the Library which are of interest to Guides. Details are on the Cathedral website and in the Cathedral News. Of particular relevance is a talk by David Berwick entitled, ‘Joseph Hall, the life and turbulent times of a Stuart bishop’, to be given in the Library at 1.00pm on Tuesday, 17th May. It helps Gudrun if you notify her of your intention to attend.

In his talk in the Weston Room on 18th January Prof. Sandy Heslop managed to throw doubt on almost everything we say about the Despenser Reredos. He argued that, although it was made during Despenser’s episcopate, it was not necessarily made under his patronage; that the heraldry is capable of different interpretations; that the damage was not iconoclastic; that accounts of its discovery vary; and, judging by its size, it was probably intended for the Jesus Chapel. There may have been gilded canopies over each panel. He thinks that definite answers depend on a close examination of the wood of the reredos and the methods used in its making.  In the meantime, “The story is that…” seems particularly appropriate when guiding in St Luke’s Chapel. The gold background is a very thin sheet of tin, pressed into a wooden mould with putty and then gilded.

From Gudrun Warren:  the Library has just acquired the Journal of the British Archaeological Association vol.159 (2006) which contains an article entitled “Religious politics and the cloister bosses of Norwich Cathedral”. Gudrun says that ‘The author questions some generally accepted dating of the cloister building work, but her main purpose is to propose an interpretation of the imagery of some of the cloister bosses informed by the contemporary rise and threat of Lollardy.’

Christa Braybrooks writes : Ann Thurman died on March 20th, aged 71 years. She left a husband John and children Neil and Sarah. Ann and I trained to be Cathedral Guides in 1998/9. After a few years she started suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease and eventually had to give up guiding. Ann was very popular and greatly missed. Her funeral will take place at St Andrew’s Church, Eaton, on Friday, April8th at 1.00pm.
Next issue: Please send brief articles, stories, news of Guides, book reviews, etc. – whatever you think might be of interest to your fellow Guides – to me, by the end of May.
And finally…. Does anyone know why St Brice in the window in the south Ambulatory seems to be carrying an archbishop’s cross when, according to the Oxford Dictionary of Saints, he was never more than a bishop?  And it is a puzzle that  ‘Sanctus’ is in Latin and his name is in French/English when there is a Latin version of it, ‘Britius‘.

Pat Wagstaff, 30th March 2011. [pa_wagstaff@yahoo.co.uk]

